
Richard M. Nixon 
(1913-1994) 

• Served as Congressman and Senator from 
California 

• Lead role in HUAAC investigation of Alger Hiss 
• Eisenhower’s vice president 
• 37th President of the United States 
• Withdrew US troops in Vietnam, Vietnamization 

policy 
• Improving relations with the U.S.S.R. and China; 

Normalization, Détente, Ping Pong diplomacy 
• Watergate scandal led to resignation from office 
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Ronald Reagan 
(1911-2004) 

• Appeared in 53 films 
• President of the Screen Actors Guild during Red 

Scare 
• 1966 elected Governor of California 
• 40th President of the United States 
• Lead rise in conservatism 
• The Great Communicator 
• regarded as a key figure in the collapse of the 

Soviet Union and the end of the Cold War, policy 
of Peace through Strength 

• Advocated supply-side economic policy called 
Reaganomics 

• Doctrine justified support for anti-Communist 
insurgencies in developing regions 

 
Whitehouse.gov 

Phyllis Schlafly 
(1924- ) 

• American author and political activist 
• known for opposition to the women's liberation 

movement 
• In the 1970s and early 1980s, campaigned against 

the proposed Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) 
which called for men and women to be given equal 
treatment under the law.  

• Opposed the ERA because it would require women 
to serve in combat, because it would take away 
legal rights of wives negatively influence family 
life.  

• Testified against the ERA before 30 state 
legislatures. Defeated the measure in 1982 

• Founder of the Eagle Forum organization 
advocating conservative issues. 
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Bill Gates 
(1955- ) 

• Founded Microsoft Corporation in Redmond, 
Washington, in 1976 

• C.E.O. of the Year by Chief Executive magazine in 
1994,  

• Author of The Future and The Road Ahead 
• Believes that the inexpensive connections of 

computers around the world herald a 
communications revolution, one of benefit to 
everyone 

• Supported the application of innovative 
technology in classrooms.  

• Founded largest private foundation in the world; 
dedicated to improving quality of life for 
individuals around the world; awarding more than 
$40 billion in grants in all 50 states and 100+ 
countries 

 
Biography.com 

Sam Walton 
(1918- 1992 ) 

• Served in the military during WWII 
• Opened Walton’s 5&10 in Bentonville, 1950 
• Opened first Wal-Mart In 1962 in Rogers, Arkansas 
• Founded world’s largest retail store chain based on 

idea of low prices & good services would result in 
higher sales 

• 1998 listed in Time Magazine’s top 100 most 
influential people of the 20th Century 

• Founded Sam’s Club, expanding warehouse store 
market  

• Forbes ranked him the richest man in the USA 
from 1985 to 1988 

• received the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 
1992 
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Estée Lauder 
(1908-2004) 

• Founded cosmetic company in 1946 with the idea 
that every woman can be beautiful  

• Used innovative marketing strategies including the 
practice of giving a free gift with purchase 

• one of the wealthiest self-made women in 
America.  

• Awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom, 2004 
• Awarded France’s Legion of Honor 
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Robert Johnson 
(1946- ) 

• Studied history at University of Illinois and earned 
Master’s in international affairs from Princeton 
University 

• Founded Black Entertainment Television (BET) in 
1979; first African-American owned company 
listed on the NY Stock Exchange 

• First African American majority owner of a major 
professional sports team in the United States 

• Sold BET Holdings to the giant media group Viacom 
in 2001 for some $3 billion, remained at BET as its 
chief executive officer until 2005, becoming the 
first African American billionaire 

• First African-American named on Forbes’ “world’s 
richest” list 

• Formed the umbrella group RLJ Companies, which 
operated widely in the media, sports, gaming, real 
estate, and hospitality industries 

 
Biography.com 



Lionel Sosa 
(1939?-) 

• In 1974 founded Bromley Communications, the 
largest Hispanic advertising agency in the U.S 

• Founded first multicultural ad agency, Garcia LKS, 
in 1996 

• Named in 1993 by Adweek as Advertising 
Executive of the Year 

• Named "One of the 25 most influential Hispanics 
in America" by Time Magazine in 2005 

• CEO of online think tank (MATT.org) 
• Hispanic Media Consultant in seven Republican 

presidential campaigns beginning in 1980 and 
has been media advisor in over 100 political 
campaigns 

• Author of The Americano Dream: How Latinos 
Can Achieve Success in Business and in Life, 
published in 1998 by Dutton and Think and Grow 
Rich, a Latino Choice for the Napoleon Hill 
Foundation published by Random House in 2006 

 

SW Advertising Hall of Fame 

Thurgood Marshall 
(1908-1993) 

• Law degree from Howard Law School in 
Washington, D.C.  

• Made significant contributions in the quest for 
legal justice and civil rights in the United States 

• Early career assisted mentor Charles Hamilton 
Houston, who served as special counsel to the 
Legal Defense Fund of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) 

• In 1954 won most famous case, Brown v. Board of 
Education 

• Nominated by President Lyndon Johnson to the 
U.S. Supreme Court in 1967,   first African-
American appointed and served until retirement in 
1991  

Library of Congress 



Billy Graham 
(1918- ) 

• One of the best-known Christian evangelists of the 
20th century 

• gained world attention in 1949 with a tent revival in 
downtown Los Angeles that was scheduled for 
three weeks and lasted six 

• ”Crusades" consistently drew audiences of 
thousands to arenas and stadiums throughout the 
world 

• Founded an association that continues ministries, 
including an "Hour of Decision" radio program, 
televised crusades, a newspaper column, Decision 
magazine and films 

• consulted and prayed with every U.S. president 
from Harry Truman to Barack Obama  
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Barry Goldwater 
(1909-1998) 

• Served in the Army Air Force during World War II 
at the rank of Lt. Colonel 

• Entered politics and by 1952 had been elected U.S. 
Senator from Arizona 

• In 1964 ran for the presidency, urging less 
government, a strong military and the end of 
federal welfare programs 

• Returned to the Senate for three more terms, 
retiring in 1986 
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Sandra Day O’Connor 
(1930- ) 

• Born in El Paso, Texas 
• Graduated magna cum laude from Stanford 

University in 1950 
• Served in Arizona State Senate from 1969-1975 
• Elected Country judge in Arizona 1975-79 
• Appointed Arizona Court of Appeals 1979-81 
• In 1981, appointed by President Reagan as the first 

woman to serve as a justice in the 191-year history 
of United States Supreme Court 

• Awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom by 
President Obama 

• Founded national recognized website iCivic which 
promotes civics learning through games 
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Hillary Clinton (1947- ) 

• Graduated with honors from Yale Law School in 
1973 

• Served as First Lady of Arkansas from 1978-1980, 
1982-1992 

• Named as one of the 100 most powerful lawyers in 
American by the National Law Journal in 1988 & 
1991 

• Served as First Lady from 1993-2001 active in 
domestic policy 

• Elected as a U.S. senator from New York in 2000 
marked the first time that a first lady still in the 
White House was elected to office 

• Ran for Democratic Presidential Nomination in 
2008, lost to Barack Obama 

• On January 21, 2009, was sworn in as the 67th 
Secretary of State of the United States, resigned in 
2013 
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Dolores Huerta 
(1930- ) 

• Earned teaching degree from Delta Community 
College in early 1950s 

• Worked as an elementary teacher 
• Active advocate to improve social and economic 

conditions for farm workers and fight 
discrimination against migrant workers 

• One of the founders of the Stockton chapter of the 
Community Services Organization (CSO) 

• Created the Agricultural Workers Association 
(AWA) in 1960 

• Co-founder and Secretary-Treasurer of the United 
Farm Workers of America, AFL-CIO ("UFW") in 
1962 with Cesar Chavez, resigned in 1999  

• Awarded Eleanor Roosevelt Award in 1998 
• Inducted to the National Women’s Hall of Fame in 

1993 
 

Biography.com 

Sonia Sotomayor 
(1954- ) 

• Graduated summa cum laude, Princeton, 1976 
• Earned law degree from Yale in 1979, served as 

editor of the Yale Law Journal 
• Assistant District Attorney in NY County District 

Attorney’s Office from 1979-1984 
• Nominated in 1991 by President Bush to U.S. 

District Court 
• Served on US Court of Appeals for the Second 

Circuit from 1998-2009 
• Nominated on May 26, 2009, for the United States 

Supreme Court by President Barack Obama 
• The first Hispanic Justice and third woman to serve 

on the U.S. Supreme Court 
 

Supreme Court 



 

 

Oprah Winfrey 
(1954- ) 

• At 14, moved in with father after years of neglect 
and abuse 

• Won Miss Black Tennessee beauty pageant and 
was offered an on-air job at WVOL at age 17 

• In 1984 moved to Chicago to host AM Chicago, 
later expanded to an hour and renamed in 1985 as 
The Oprah Winfrey Show, show broadcasted 
nationally in 1986 

• 1987 received 3 Daytime Emmy Awards in first 
year of eligibility 

• Youngest person to receive International Radio 
and Television Society’s “Broadcaster of the Year” 

• 1986 formed Harpo Productions,  the first woman 
in history to own and produce her own talk show 

• Advocated for National Child Protection Act, 
signed into law in 1993 

• In 1998 received a Lifetime Achievement Award 
from the National Academy of Television Arts and 
Sciences 

 
Academy of Achievement 

Roy Benavidez 
(1935-1998) 

• Son of a sharecropper 
• Joined the Army at 19 
• Injured by a land mine in 1964 and was told he 

might never walk again 
• Became a Green Beret sergeant before deploying 

on his second tour to Vietnam 
• Presented with the Distinguished Service Cross for 

saving the lives of eight soldiers despite being 
wounded repeatedly during action in Cambodia 
during the Vietnam War in 1968 

• Awarded the Medal of Honor in 1981  
• Testified in Congress to retain Social Security 

benefits and disability review processes 
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		Richard M. Nixon (1913-1994)

		· Served as Congressman and Senator from California

· Lead role in HUAAC investigation of Alger Hiss

· Eisenhower’s vice president

· 37th President of the United States

· Withdrew US troops in Vietnam, Vietnamization policy

· Improving relations with the U.S.S.R. and China; Normalization, Détente, Ping Pong diplomacy

· Watergate scandal led to resignation from office
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		Ronald Reagan

(1911-2004)

		· Appeared in 53 films

· President of the Screen Actors Guild during Red Scare

· 1966 elected Governor of California

· 40th President of the United States

· Lead rise in conservatism

· The Great Communicator

· regarded as a key figure in the collapse of the Soviet Union and the end of the Cold War, policy of Peace through Strength

· Advocated supply-side economic policy called Reaganomics

· Doctrine justified support for anti-Communist insurgencies in developing regions
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		Phyllis Schlafly

(1924- )

		· American author and political activist

· known for opposition to the women's liberation movement

· In the 1970s and early 1980s, campaigned against the proposed Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) which called for men and women to be given equal treatment under the law. 

· Opposed the ERA because it would require women to serve in combat, because it would take away legal rights of wives negatively influence family life. 

· Testified against the ERA before 30 state legislatures. Defeated the measure in 1982

· Founder of the Eagle Forum organization advocating conservative issues.
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		Bill Gates

(1955- )

		· Founded Microsoft Corporation in Redmond, Washington, in 1976

· C.E.O. of the Year by Chief Executive magazine in 1994, 

· Author of The Future and The Road Ahead

· Believes that the inexpensive connections of computers around the world herald a communications revolution, one of benefit to everyone

· Supported the application of innovative technology in classrooms. 

· Founded largest private foundation in the world; dedicated to improving quality of life for individuals around the world; awarding more than $40 billion in grants in all 50 states and 100+ countries
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		Sam Walton

(1918- 1992 )

		· Served in the military during WWII

· Opened Walton’s 5&10 in Bentonville, 1950

· Opened first Wal-Mart In 1962 in Rogers, Arkansas

· Founded world’s largest retail store chain based on idea of low prices & good services would result in higher sales

· 1998 listed in Time Magazine’s top 100 most influential people of the 20th Century

· Founded Sam’s Club, expanding warehouse store market 

· Forbes ranked him the richest man in the USA from 1985 to 1988

· received the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1992
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		Estée Lauder

(1908-2004)

		· Founded cosmetic company in 1946 with the idea that every woman can be beautiful 

· Used innovative marketing strategies including the practice of giving a free gift with purchase

· one of the wealthiest self-made women in America. 

· Awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom, 2004

· Awarded France’s Legion of Honor
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		Robert Johnson

(1946- )

		· Studied history at University of Illinois and earned Master’s in international affairs from Princeton University

· Founded Black Entertainment Television (BET) in 1979; first African-American owned company listed on the NY Stock Exchange

· First African American majority owner of a major professional sports team in the United States

· Sold BET Holdings to the giant media group Viacom in 2001 for some $3 billion, remained at BET as its chief executive officer until 2005, becoming the first African American billionaire

· First African-American named on Forbes’ “world’s richest” list

· Formed the umbrella group RLJ Companies, which operated widely in the media, sports, gaming, real estate, and hospitality industries
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		Lionel Sosa

(1939?-)

		· In 1974 founded Bromley Communications, the largest Hispanic advertising agency in the U.S

· Founded first multicultural ad agency, Garcia LKS, in 1996

· Named in 1993 by Adweek as Advertising Executive of the Year

· Named "One of the 25 most influential Hispanics in America" by Time Magazine in 2005

· CEO of online think tank (MATT.org)

· Hispanic Media Consultant in seven Republican presidential campaigns beginning in 1980 and has been media advisor in over 100 political campaigns

· Author of The Americano Dream: How Latinos Can Achieve Success in Business and in Life, published in 1998 by Dutton and Think and Grow Rich, a Latino Choice for the Napoleon Hill Foundation published by Random House in 2006
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		Thurgood Marshall (1908-1993)

		· Law degree from Howard Law School in Washington, D.C. 

· Made significant contributions in the quest for legal justice and civil rights in the United States

· Early career assisted mentor Charles Hamilton Houston, who served as special counsel to the Legal Defense Fund of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)

· In 1954 won most famous case, Brown v. Board of Education

· Nominated by President Lyndon Johnson to the U.S. Supreme Court in 1967,   first African-American appointed and served until retirement in 1991
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		Billy Graham

(1918- )

		· One of the best-known Christian evangelists of the 20th century

· gained world attention in 1949 with a tent revival in downtown Los Angeles that was scheduled for three weeks and lasted six

· ”Crusades" consistently drew audiences of thousands to arenas and stadiums throughout the world

· Founded an association that continues ministries, including an "Hour of Decision" radio program, televised crusades, a newspaper column, Decision magazine and films

· consulted and prayed with every U.S. president from Harry Truman to Barack Obama 
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		Barry Goldwater (1909-1998)

		· Served in the Army Air Force during World War II at the rank of Lt. Colonel

· Entered politics and by 1952 had been elected U.S. Senator from Arizona

· In 1964 ran for the presidency, urging less government, a strong military and the end of federal welfare programs

· Returned to the Senate for three more terms, retiring in 1986
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		Sandra Day O’Connor (1930- )

		· Born in El Paso, Texas

· Graduated magna cum laude from Stanford University in 1950

· Served in Arizona State Senate from 1969-1975

· Elected Country judge in Arizona 1975-79

· Appointed Arizona Court of Appeals 1979-81

· In 1981, appointed by President Reagan as the first woman to serve as a justice in the 191-year history of United States Supreme Court

· Awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom by President Obama

· Founded national recognized website iCivic which promotes civics learning through games
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		Hillary Clinton (1947- )

		· Graduated with honors from Yale Law School in 1973

· Served as First Lady of Arkansas from 1978-1980, 1982-1992

· Named as one of the 100 most powerful lawyers in American by the National Law Journal in 1988 & 1991

· Served as First Lady from 1993-2001 active in domestic policy

· Elected as a U.S. senator from New York in 2000 marked the first time that a first lady still in the White House was elected to office

· Ran for Democratic Presidential Nomination in 2008, lost to Barack Obama

· On January 21, 2009, was sworn in as the 67th Secretary of State of the United States, resigned in 2013
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		Dolores Huerta

(1930- )

		· Earned teaching degree from Delta Community College in early 1950s

· Worked as an elementary teacher

· Active advocate to improve social and economic conditions for farm workers and fight discrimination against migrant workers

· One of the founders of the Stockton chapter of the Community Services Organization (CSO)

· Created the Agricultural Workers Association (AWA) in 1960

· Co-founder and Secretary-Treasurer of the United Farm Workers of America, AFL-CIO ("UFW") in 1962 with Cesar Chavez, resigned in 1999 

· Awarded Eleanor Roosevelt Award in 1998

· Inducted to the National Women’s Hall of Fame in 1993
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		Sonia Sotomayor (1954- )

		· Graduated summa cum laude, Princeton, 1976

· Earned law degree from Yale in 1979, served as editor of the Yale Law Journal

· Assistant District Attorney in NY County District Attorney’s Office from 1979-1984

· Nominated in 1991 by President Bush to U.S. District Court

· Served on US Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit from 1998-2009

· Nominated on May 26, 2009, for the United States Supreme Court by President Barack Obama

· The first Hispanic Justice and third woman to serve on the U.S. Supreme Court
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		Oprah Winfrey

(1954- )

		· At 14, moved in with father after years of neglect and abuse

· Won Miss Black Tennessee beauty pageant and was offered an on-air job at WVOL at age 17

· In 1984 moved to Chicago to host AM Chicago, later expanded to an hour and renamed in 1985 as The Oprah Winfrey Show, show broadcasted nationally in 1986

· 1987 received 3 Daytime Emmy Awards in first year of eligibility

· Youngest person to receive International Radio and Television Society’s “Broadcaster of the Year”

· 1986 formed Harpo Productions,  the first woman in history to own and produce her own talk show

· Advocated for National Child Protection Act, signed into law in 1993

· In 1998 received a Lifetime Achievement Award from the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences
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		Roy Benavidez

(1935-1998)

		· Son of a sharecropper

· Joined the Army at 19

· Injured by a land mine in 1964 and was told he might never walk again

· Became a Green Beret sergeant before deploying on his second tour to Vietnam

· Presented with the Distinguished Service Cross for saving the lives of eight soldiers despite being wounded repeatedly during action in Cambodia during the Vietnam War in 1968

· Awarded the Medal of Honor in 1981 

· Testified in Congress to retain Social Security benefits and disability review processes
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